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I have some good news 
for all patrollers.  There 
will be no increase of dues 
at National, Division or 
Region levels.  National is 
holding the dues at last 
yearôs level.  In order to 
make this happen, the 
National Board is in the 
process of making 
decisions on where to cut 
and where to increase 
fees.  Several options 
were discussed at our 
Eastern Division Spring 
Officers Meeting and a 
number of proposals were 
made.   Our Assistant 
National Chairman and 
head of the National 
Finance Committee, Bela 
Musits, will take the 
recommendations back to 
National. 
 
I am proud to announce 
that Doug Howlett has 
been appointed to 
supervise the Instructor 
Development Program at 
National.  Congratulations 
Doug and our Spring 
Mountain Patrol. 
 
I actively sought an 
additional vote to 
represent our Eastern 
Pennsylvania Region at 
the Eastern Division, as is 
supported by our division 
bylaws which allow an 
adjustment of votes every 
five years.  Presently we 
have 4 Section Chief and 
one Region Director 
votes.  The 4 votes are 
limited to budget, 
membership and bylaws.  

From the directorôs desk 
 

The Region Director has a 
full vote on all matters.  I 
can now happily report 
back to you that we had 
the support of all Division 
Board Members and we 
gained unanimous 
approval for the additional 
vote (now 5+1).  
 
The term of our present 
Eastern Division Director, 
Rick Hamlin, will come to 
an end on April 25, 2010.  
This coincides with the 
next Division Spring 
Officers Meeting.  Rick 
served at the helm of our 
reorganized Division for 
six years.  An official call 
for nominations was 
made.  If you would like to 
be considered, please 
check the Division website 
for further information. 
 
There have also been 
several changes to our 
Region Officers and 
Coordinators.  Region 
Secretary Joanne Policelli 
resigned for personal 
reasons and I appointed 

Nancy Mayberry to fill 
Joanneôs shoes.  Steve 
Buzzard has been 
appointed to Regional 
Awards Coordinator and 
Dick Bensel, the former 
Regional Awards 
Coordinator, will continue 
as Steveôs assistant.  
Congratulations Nancy 
and Steve and welcome to 
the team.  
 
You will have a chance to 
elect two Section Chiefs in 
the Central and Pocono 
Sections.  John Stinsmen 
(Central Section) and 
Susan Ballek (Pocono 
Section) are reaching their 
term limits.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
thank them both for the 
services to the Region.  
They had the closest 
contact with you the 
members and represented 
the Region well. 
 
Despite the loss on our 
investments, our region 
finances are in good 
shape.  Credit and thanks 
goes to my Predecessors, 
who kept a close eye on 
the finances. 
 
For more timely news and 
updates please visit our 
website, www.nspepa.org. 
 
 Have an enjoyable and 
safe summer. 
Gerit Lewisch 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
Region Director 
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By Bob  Davies 
Election Chairperson 

 

  An election was held in 

March 2009 for Section 

Chief/Region Delegate for 

the Northern and 

Southwest Sections.   The 

term for Section 

Chief/Region Delegate is 

for two years with a maxi-

mum of three terms for an 

individual.  Robert Morgan 

was elected to his third 

term as Section 

Chief/Region Delegate for 

the Northern Section. 

Robert Bernatos was 

elected to his second term 

as Section Chief/Region 

Delegate for the Southwest 

Section. 

  In March 2010, the Patrol 

Directors/NSP Patrol 

Representatives in the 

Central and Pocono 

sections will be electing 

their Section Chief/Region 

Delegates.  The current 

Section Chief/Region 

Delegates are not eligible to 

seek re-election.  

Nomination forms will be 

sent to the Patrol Directors 

in the Central and Pocono 

regions in January 2010 to 

seek nominations of 

patrollers interested in 

running for the office. 

  This fall active members 

of Eastern Pennsylvania 

Region will be electing our 

Region Director for a two-

year term beginning April 1, 

2010.  The balloting will be 

at the fall refreshers 

beginning at the first 

refresher at Ski Round-top 

on September 27, 2009 and 

continuing through the final 

refresher at Spring 

Mountain on November 14, 

2009.   All active members 

with primary registration in 

the EPA region are eligible.  

Alumni, Medical 

Associates, Candidates, 

and Professional Division 

Members are excluded 

from voting.  Voting will be 

by secret ballot with the 

results known after the last 

refresher.  Absentee 

balloting will be allowed by 

contacting the Election 

Chairperson.  Voting for 

write-in candidates will be 

allowed, but information 

must be supplied on the 

ballot so the Election 

Committee can contact the 

person for the necessary 

approval. 

 

The requirements for 

Region Director are: 

Á Active registered 

patroller in the 

region 

Á Minimum five sea-

sons patrolling 

experience 

Á Have achieved 

Senior Alpine, 

Senior Nordic, or 

Certified status.   

Á Auxiliary patrollers 

are qualified if they 

have met the 

requirements 

sometime in their 

patrol career. 

  Nominations may be 

submitted by any active 

member or by the member 

themselves.  A candidate 

must submit their 

acceptance accompanied 

by their written resume, 

platform and picture. The 

resumes, platforms, and 

picture may be viewed on 

the EPA web site and at the 

refreshers. 

 

Nomination forms are 

available from Bob Davies, 

Election Chairperson. 

And now a word about  Act 45 

 

 
By John Henderson 

Pa DOH EMS/NSP Liaison 
 
  Throughout the year I 
have been in periodic 
contact with legal staff of 
the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health 
(DOH) in an effort to 
monitor the amendments to 
Act 45 (relating to Title 35 
Health and Safety).   
 
  The House version of the 
amendments, HB 468, 
received third consideration 
and final passage on March 
23, 2009 and was 
submitted to the State 
Senate.  The bill was then 
referred to the Senate 

Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness 
Committee on March 27, 
2009. 
 
  The Senate version of the 
amendments, SB240, was 
reported out of the Senate 
Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness 
Committee On February 19, 
2009 and received its first 
consideration on March 18, 
2009.  The bill was then re-
referred to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
on March 30, 2009. 
 
  While the DOH has 
expressed a reluctance to 
support any amendments to 

the bill at this late date, they 
are aware of the desire of 
the National Ski Patrol to 
have ski patrollers  (i.e. 
those having completed the 
OEC course and required 
refreshers) to be included 
within the penumbra of 
approved pre-hospital 
providers.  This designation 
would provide legal 
protections for such 
individuals and also insure 
greater cooperation, official 
recognition of and 
interoperability between ski 
patrollers and other EMS 
providers.  Toward that end 
DOH personnel have 
committed themselves to 
working with the National 

Ski Patrol, through the 
DOHôs regulatory powers 
under the bill, to incorporate 
OEC trained individuals as 
approved prehospital 
providers. 
 
  In addition to the above, I 
have been assisting 
individual patrollers with 
different issues, which may 
arise between them and 
local EMS councils 
regarding First Responder 
status.  I urge all patrollers 
to register as First 
Responders.  Thanks to 
Wolfgang Boernert for his 
continuing assistance in 
coordinating this effort. 

Election Report 2009 
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By Jim Policelli 
Regional Safety Advisor 

 
Anterior cruciate ligament 
(ACL) injuries have long 
been the scourge of skiers.  
They can be seriously de-
bilitating, often requiring 
extensive knee surgery to 
repair and long 
rehabilitation.  Itôs not 
unusual for skiers suffering 
the injury to abandon the 
sport. 
 
A number of years ago a lot 
of research was done on 
the nature and prevention 
of ACL injuries.  It became 
quite a hip subject and 
many ski areas even 
required its skiing 
employees to attend ACL 
Awareness presentations.  
Itôs worth revisiting the 
subject. 
 

ACL injuries were found to 
occur in everything from 
high-speed crashes to very 
slow falls.  Three common 
mechanisms were found to 
contribute heavily to many 
of these injuries, though: 
First, was falling backward 
and sitting down between 
the skis.  Although we can 
readily visualize this hap-
pening to novices on the 
beginner trails, it can 
happen to skiers at all 
levels.  Second, was 
allowing one hand to drift 
far back, positioning the 
skier to fall backward and 
injuring the opposite knee.  
(Right hand goes backé 
left ACL blows out, and vise 
versa).  And third, was 
when a skier who fell and 
was still sliding attempted 
to get back up while still in 
motion.  (The vanity 

moveé Pop back up before 
your friends see that you 
have fallen). 
 
Today, there is some 
indication that the transition 
to short shaped skis may 
have helped to reduce the 
incidence of ACL injuries.  
But use of shorter skis can 
by no means come close to 
eliminating the injury.  We 
can still be prone to the 
same injury mechanisms. 
 
A major factor in helping to 
minimize the chances of 
suffering an ACL injury is 
ñACL Awarenessò.  It 
means understanding the 
mechanisms described 
above and training yourself 
to avoid them as part of 
your skiing discipline: 
First, if youôre falling, go 
over on your side to avoid 

sitting back between your 
skis.  Second, keep both 
hands in front of you where 
you can see them.  If one 
hand disappears to the 
rear, an alarm should go off 
that prompts you to bring it 
back into view.  And third, if 
you fall, bring yourself to a 
complete stop before trying 
to get back up.  (Itôs okay to 
let your friends have a good 
laugh). 
 
Isnôt this a good topic of 
conversation for that short 
lift ride with a customer? 
 
Of course, being sure that 
your bindings are properly 
set and tested helps too. 
 
Jim 

A look back at ACLs 

 

 

By Bob Barette 
Alumni Coordinator 

 
The NSP Alumni are a 
great asset to both the local 
Patrol and the EPA 
Community, but is often 
looked upon as a bunch of ñ 
OLD MENò or a ñLOST 
CHILDò  that only gets in 
the way of ñUSò Young 
Men. 
 
The EPA Region has been 
looked at by National 
because we have one of 
the best Alumni Programs 
going.  At this moment, that 
is true but it could very 
quickly change unless EPA 
gets behind the Alumni and 
prove that the Alumni are 
not just a bunch ñantique 
relics.ò 
 
We need help! 
 

The 2010 Alumni Day is 
scheduled for Feb. 20, 
2010 at Shawness 
Mountain in cooperation 
with Mitchel Wise, patrol 
leader. 
 
The EPA needs to get the 
patrols to get us in touch 
with those patrollers who 

are looking to start with 
withdrawing from the active 
patrolling activity and 
provide us with their names 
and e-mail addresses so 
that we might have a 
chance to draw them into 
the Alumni Program.  EPA 
needs to provide interest or 

lose all that money National 
returns to the section as a 
refund for payment of our 
dues. 

Tapping into the talent of NSP Alumni 
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By Douglas W. Howlett, 
Ed.D. 

Instructional 
Development Coordinator 
 
  The Instructor 
Development Program 
experienced another 
successful year.  Five 
programs were conducted 
that involved 96 students 
from EPA and other regions 
and nine different 
instructors.  Three 
additional stu-dents 
completed the E-Course.  
ID Instructor Brent Watts 
from the Bear Creek Ski 
Patrol is to be 
congratulated on being 
appointed an Instructor 
Development Instructor 
Trainer.  This year, Ski 
Roundtop, Camelback, and 
Sno Mountain took 
advantage of the 
opportunity to host a 
program at the local area to 

help minimize travel to the 
class on the part of 
students.  Blue Mountain 
receives a big thank you for 
traditionally hosting the 
program in May and 
December and providing 
much needed logistical 
support. 
 
  A thank you is extended to 
all of the instructors who 
generously donate their 
time to support the program 
and to the students, without 
whom we would not be able 
to renew and increase our 
roster of qualified NSP 
Instructors to carry on NSP 
programs.  Instructor 
development provides an 
excellent opportunity for 
patrollers to improve their 
instructional skills.  Please 
consider joining the 
talented crew who help 
provide the classes for our 
region.  Contact Doug 

Howlett to express your 
interest. 
 
  Classes were held in the 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
Region as follows: 
 
Á Ski Roundtop 

May 3, 2008 
This class enrolled 21 
students.  Participating ID 
Instructors were Dennis 
Zercher, Brent Watts, Brian 
DeFluri, and Doug Howlett 
 
Á Camelback 

May 31, 2008 
This class enrolled 20 
students.  Participating ID 
Instructors were Brent 
Watts, Brian DeFluri, Sue 
Ballek, Eastern Division ID 
Supervisor Flo Rutherford, 
Doug Howlett, and 
Candidate Instructor Dina 
Manoway. 
 
Á Blue Mountain  

December 7, 2008 
This class enrolled 22 
students.  Participating ID 
Instructors were Sue 
Ballek, Brent Watts, Brian 
DeFluri, Doug Howlett, and 
Candidate Instructor Gary 
Johnson. 
 
Á Sno Mountain 

March 14, 2009 
This class enrolled 22 
students.  Participating ID 
Instructors were Sue 
Ballek, Brent Watts, Doug 
Howlett, and Candidate 
Instructors Gary Johnson 
and Leigh Linder. 
 
Á Blue Mountain 

May 16, 2009 
This class enrolled 11 
students. Participating ID 
Instructors were Brent 
Watts, Brian DeFluri, Doug 
Howlett, and candidate 
instructor Mike Jarriel. 

Focusing on those who teach the rest of us 
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Greetings from the Pocono 
Section, Last seasonôs 
weather gave all the areas 
a great year; most areas 
had early openings and 
continued to normal or even 
later closings.  Every area 
in the section was able to 
open this last year.  
 
There were 2 OEC course 
held in the Section, one at 
Camelback and one at 
Shawnee.  We had 
participation of OEC 
instructors and pa-trollers 
from most of our areas 
allowing us to supply 
candidates to our areas.  
Keep a look out this year as 
there may be several 
classes happening within 
the section and help 
needed at all. 
 
Most of the areas had new 
candidates and success in 
bringing them for-ward as 
patrollers. Big Boulder 
continues to use Patroller 
101 with great success.  
 
A toboggan clinic was held 
at Shaw-nee with participa-
tion by mostly Shawnee 
patrollers. Thanks to Keith 
Winot and Scott Nedal for 
providing a good day for all.  

 
The Pocono Section was 
well represented at the 
Regional young Adult Clinic 
held at Blue Mountain and 
also the Division Young 
Adult Student patrollers at 
this years Division clinic will 
be able to either clinic, or 
take parts of the Senior 
Test. 
 
We also had participation in 
the Senior Program, both in 
SEMM and Ski and 
Toboggan.   
 
Big Boulder and Jack Frost 
had success with an open 
mountain policy, limited 
hazard marking and no 
closed signs allowing cus-
tomers to ski where they 
please.  Weôll all be curious 
to see how well this 
program works over the 
next few years. 
 
There are always people 
from our section and doing 
work outside of the Region.  
A big thanks to Phil Galka 
Eastern Division Avalanche 
Advisor, Flo Rutherford 
Eastern Division Instructor 
Development Advisor, and 
Matt Abbadessa National 
Young Adult Program 
Coordinator 
 
Hereôs to a great upcoming 
season! 

Sue Ballek 

Section Reports 
 

 Poconos  

 

Central  

Congratulations to Doug 
Howlett of Spring 
Mountain for his appoint-
ment as the National 
Instructor Development 
Pro-gram Director.  Doug 
was instrumental in 
developing the Instructor 
Development textbook 
and the E. learning I.D. 
course. Doug has been 
active in regional 
programs for over twenty 
years. 
 
 Eagle Rock Ski Patrol 
has won the Eastern 
Division Small Alpine 
Patrol Award and will 
move into contention for 
the National Award. 
 
Spring Mountain reported 
a longer season and a 
corresponding higher 
accident 
count. This result has 
been repeated throughout 
all the Ski Patrols in 
Central Section. Hank 
Jansen, the Spring 
Mountain Patrol Director 
reports that the ZIP Line, 
primarily used as summer 
entertainment, was used 
over the winter. I can 
imagine some very 
interesting accident 
scenarios resulting from 
the interaction of the ZIP 
Line participants and the 
skiing public. The Most 
Valuable Patroller from 
Spring Mountain is Cindy 
Bruno who received her 
award at the Patrol 
banquet on May 9. 
 
Bear Creek's new Patrol 
Director, Russ 
Scaramastra reports 
another successful 
season with higher skier 

visits. It would seem that 
Ski Areas in Pennsylvania 
were blessed with both 
cold weather and 
extended season that 
erased fears of a poor 
financial season.  Russ 
also reported that their 
new family facility that they 
share with Ski Instructors 
has proved satisfactory 
with some problems that 
need to be resolved before 
next season. 
 
As I reported in my fall 
newsletter, Eagle Rock 
has a new resort manager. 
The managerôs last 
assignment was is the 
Cayman Islands. I would 
imagine Bermuda shorts 
would be of little use on 
the ski slopes. Teresa 
Tilton writes ñ the new 
manager taught us a lot 
with respect to 
collaboration, 
communication and 
working togetherò. The 
Patrol is developing a list 
of mutual expectations and 
goals that patrol and 
management can agree 
upon. 
 
Snow making 
improvement again 
provided excellent snow 
and with the addition of a 
new Groomer, all trails 
were open early in the 
season. Kim Price is Eagle 
Rocks nominee for the 
Most Valuable Patroller for 
this year. 
 
Blue Mountain, according 
to Jim Dailey, the Skier 
Services Manager, had the 
second best year in the 
areaôs history. Although 
there are plans for future 
expansion including major 
changes for the Valley 
Lodge, nothing major is 
planned for 2010. Mark 
Miller is now the third Blue 
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Staff 
Section Chief: Bob 
Bernatos 
OEC Coordinator: Steve 
Sobolewski 
S & T Advisor: Marie-
Pierre Bloch 
Awards Advisor: Steve 
Buzzard 
Student Advisor: Wayne 
Ecklemann 
 
  What a difference a year 
makes. The cold weather 
came early and enabled 
Ski Roundtop to open on 
Friday, Nov 28, Liberty Mtn 
and Whitetail Mtn opened 
Dec 7th. There was plenty 
of snow making early and 
there were only 2 days lost 
to weather once the 
season started. All three 
areas enjoyed their best 
season in many years.  
  
Liberty Mtn has continued 
its focus on policing the 
slopes and controlling 
reckless skiing. While this 
is not the most exciting 
aspect of patrolling, it does 
work. They have seen a 
continued drop in the 
accident rates and the 
customers are providing 
positive feedback to the 
area. They have also 
increased the effort on 
continuing education 
training and are looking 
into some off season 
activities. 
  
 Ski Roundtop is looking to 
expand the programs that 
it will offer over the spring, 
summer, and fall. As these 
programs evolve and the 
level of risk in-creases, so 
will the need to provide 
outdoor emergency care. 

Section Reports 
 

 
 

 

Southwest  We will see where this 
goes.  
 
 S & T Program - The 
southwest section hosted 
one toboggan 
enhancement seminar at 
Whitetail this year and the 
second one at Liberty Mtn 
was canceled due to poor 
snow conditions. The 
turnout was very good and 
everyone had a great day 
of learning. Thanks to 
Whitetail for hosting this 
event again. Plans are al-
ready under way for next 
season. These seminars 
are open to all patrollers, 
from candidates on up. We 
set up different tracks 
based on the area in which 
you want to work. 
  The following patrollers 
have completed the 
mentoring program and are 
now registered  
NSP Alpine Toboggan 
Instructors: 
 
 Ski Roundtop ï John 
Masaracchia 
 Liberty Mtn ï Steve So-
bolewski, Jim Derzon, Kitt 
Frome, Alex Bravo, John 
Silar, Jenna Jarriel, Brian 
Cleven, Dede Dascula, Er-
ic Tanner,  
 Whitetail Mtn ï Bill Zink 
  
 Congratulations to Chris 
Raup, and Marie-Pierre 
Bloch, for their success at 

the Division S&T TE Clinics 
held at McCauley Mtn. and 
Holiday Valley.  
 
 OEC Program:The 
Southwest section hosted 
an OEC Instructor 
Refresher, two OEC 
Refreshers, and one SEMM 
Clinic this past season. 
  
Senior Program: This yearôs 
Senior tests were well 
attended. The SEMM 
evaluations were held at 
Big Boulder on Feb 8th, 
and Sno Mtn on Mar 8th. 
The senior S & T was held 
at Elk Mtn on Mar 1st.  
 
The following passed 
SEMM this year.  
Ski Roundtop ï Denny 
Penny, Marcus Billings, 
Mark Leukus, Bob Wohl-
schlegel, Curt Mullany 
Whitetail ï  Kate Cruick-
shank 
 
The following passed the 
Senior S & T this season. 
Ski Roundtop ï Tony 
DeVito, Maryellen Martin, 
John Nagengast, Steve 
Ziolkowski, Greg Fetterman 
Liberty Mtn ï Alex Bravo, 
Brian Clevan, Dragos 
Dascula, Jim Derzon, 
Jenna Jarriel 
Whitetail ï John Thompson, 
Dicheng Chuang 
 
 Congratulations to the 

 

Mountain Patroller to 
achieve Certified Status 
and Clark Hamilton has 
passed his Senior Test 
requirements. Dale and 
Cindy Terry are the 
recipients of the sectional 
Most Valuable Patroller 
award for their years of 
service as OEC 
instructors. Chas 
Bloxsome, Patrol Director, 
said that their Snow 
Sports Safety Program 
has been more successful 
since its modification 
toward the end of the 
season. 
 
Megan Eckhart again ran 
her very popular seminar 
for interested Eastern 
Pennsylvania Division 
young adults.  The 
student program now 
referred to as YAPS, was 
successful as usual. 
Meganôs effort in these 
seminars has resulted in 
E.P.A. students showing 
excellent results in the 
Division Competition. 
 
The 2009-2010 season 
will be my last as Section 
Chief. It has been a very 
enjoyable experience and 
I have made some good 
friends while visiting 
Section Ski Patrols. 
Kurt Adam, from Bear 
Creek, has volunteered to 
replace me at the end of 
the 2009-10 sea-son. 
Captain Kurt has been 
active in the Senior S&T 
program and has given 
senior clinics at various 
section ski areas. I thank 
all of you who make my 
stint as Central Section 
Chief a pleasure. 
John Stinsmen 
Central Section Chief 
Eastern PA Region 
N.S.P. 

Continued from Page 5 
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following on achieving full 
Senior status. 
Ski Roundtop ï Tony 
DeVito, Maryellen Martin, 
Steve Ziolkowski, Bob 
Wohlschlegel, John 
Masaracchia, Curt Mullany 
Liberty Mtn ï Alex Bravo, 
Jim Derzon 
 
Candidate Program  
Our ranks continue to 
grow. Congratulations to 
the following for 
completing the OEC 
course becoming basic 
Patrollers. A big thank you 
to all of the OEC and S&T 
instructors who give their 
time and effort to training 
the future members of the 
National Ski Patrol. 
Ski Roundtop ï Phil 
Besche, Matt Dilorito, 
Krista Hammaker, Clay 
Helm, Danny Kim Hyun-
su, and Lou Marchi . Scott 
Imm passed the S&T test 
and have moved up from 
Auxiliary Patroller to Pa-
troller.  
Liberty Mtn Resort ï Blake 
Darche, Chris Hill, Dylan 
McLellan, Bill Mills, 
Zachary Senders, Betsy 
Thompson, Kevin 
Trousdale, William (Doug) 
Walton, Trevor Whitney, 
and  Ray Villemarette.   
 
 
 The following became 
auxiliary patrollers after 
completing the OEC 
course. 

 
Ski Roundtop ï Carol Erno 
Liberty Mtn ï Mike Gugerty 
 
 This season Ski Roundtop 
has 10 candidates enrolled 
in the OEC course and Li-
berty Mtn has enrolled 17 in 
their class.  
 
  Another season has come 
and gone. Although we did 
not have a lot of natural 
snow, the temper-atures 
were cold and all areas were 
able to make plenty of snow. 
Hopefully we will continue to 
see the interest section 
patrollers have shown in 
pursuing continuing 
education. Our goal is to 
bring the training as close to 
you as possible. I think the 
region has done an 
excellent job of moving the 
courses around over the 
years, so that everyone has 
a chance to attend. The goal 
of the training is to not only 
prepare you for the next 
level of patroller 
qualification, but to make 
you a better, more well 
rounded patroller so that you 
are prepared to pro-vide the 
best level of care to the 
patient that you can.  
 As always, if you have any 
questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact 
me at rbernato@verizon.net. 
                                                  
Bob Bernatos 

Section Reports 
 

 

Continued from Page 6 

The 2008-2009 ski 
season had one of the 
earliest starts in recent 
memory. Early snows 
and cold temperatures 
helped everyone with 
an early opening.  
Most areas also 
reported the longest 
ski season that many 
patrollers can 
remember. Overall, the 
alpine folks had a great 
and lengthy season.  
Unfortunately, the 
Nordics did not fare 
quite as well.   
 
Some of the highlights 
in the northern section 
are as follows:  
 
Big Bear at Mast 
Hope reports their 
longest and best 
season ever.  They 
had the most skier 
visits in the mountainôs 
history. Plans for next 
season include 
removing their double 
chair lift and replacing 
it with a double-double 
chair lift.  They will also 
be running an OEC 
course in November.  
One patroller attained 
full Senior status.  Two 
additional patrollers 
are in the Senior S&T 
Program.  Also, Jerry 
Dulay and George 
Waters completed their 
Phase 2 Tobaggon 
training.  
Congratulations!   
 
Crystal Lake Nordic ï 
No report.  
 
Elk Mountain also 
reports an excellent ski 
season with a 9% 

increase in skier activity.  
Milestones for the 
season include Mike 
Senio reaching the 50-
year mark.  Also John 
Doherty, MD and Howie 
Wyandt, PD reached the 
40-year mark.  Chris 
Chermak was named 
Elkôs Outstanding 
Patroller for the 2008-
2009 season.  Also, Elk 
has 2 new full Seniors 
and 2 candidates in the 
Certified program.   They 
welcomed 4 new 
candidates for the 2008-
2009 season and are 
looking for more 
candidates for 2009-
2010.  Congratulations 
to these fine folks on 
their accomplishments.  
Elk also hosted Ski With 
an Instructor and 
Patroller School again 
this year.  
Congratulations to 
Howie being named 
outstanding patrol 
representative in Eastern 
PA and Eastern Division.  
Good luck at the 
National level in June! 
 
The Hideout This is a 
private area that only 
operates on weekends. 
The Hideout installed a 
new {reconditioned] 
chair lift, a new water 
delivery system, new 
drainage system  and 
new electrical lines. 
They also have a new 
Mountain Manager and 
the Area showed a profit 
for the first time in four 
years. The Hideout is 
serviced by seven 
patrollers. 
 
Snow Mountain 
enjoyed a great season 
also with lots of activity.  
Patrol involvement and 
accomplishments 
include one National 
Appointment, 5 new 

Northern  
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Seniors, 6 new CPR 
instructors and 16 patrollers 
in ID class.  Snow also 
hosted an Avalanche 1 
class and MTR 1 class. 
Along with 1 Certified 
candidate, Snow also 
hosted the Pre-Certified 
Program.  Snow Mountain 
also reached the 25-year 
milestone as an active 
patrol.  Working closely with 
their new owners, a 
retirement program was 
added to the patrollerôs 
benefit package.  
Congratulations on these 
accomplishments. Also, 
congrats to Ken Glanz and 
Bill Walthour on receiving 
their National appointments. 
Fantastic! 
 
Tanglwood opened after 
being closed for a full 
season.  Slow to start, skier 
visits picked up quickly, all 
things considered.  The new 
owners did some major 
face-lift work by painting 
basically the entire 
mountain and making many 
much-needed repairs and 
replacements to many 
facilities. Patrol membership 
is at an all-time low of 17 
primary patrollers.  
 
Upper Delaware Nordic 
Patrol had a tough season. 
Early storms left trails in 
Promised Land State Park 
littered with downed trees 
and tree limbs blocking 
many of the trails that had 
limited snow coverage 
throughout the season. Trail 
maintenance was an on-
going project throughout the 
winter.  The patrol roster 
has decreased by 6 
patrollers including the past 
and present PD.  They are 
looking forward to a great 
season in 2009-2010.  
 
Bobby Morgan, 
Northern Section Chief 

 

Continued from Page 7 Chixs on sticks at Blue is fun time 

 
 

 

by Leigh Linder, Bear 
Creek Ski Mountain 

 
What do you get when you get 
a group of 25 female ski 
patrollers together for a one 
day clinic at Blue Mountain?  
The answer:  FUN!  On 
Saturday, February 28, Blue 
Mountain hosted our 7th 
annual Chixs on Stixs 
womenôs clinic.  The clinic 
already comes with high 
regards as being one of the 
best organized womenôs 
clinics with superb instruction 
in our region. The clinic, 
headed by Sarah Keating from 
Elk Mountain, provided 
excellent instruction in the art 
of toboggan handling.  ñThe 
Chixsò worked diligently on the 
mogul runs on Main Street 
working both inside and 
outside of the handles along 
with rope management skills.  
Talk about a workout fellas!  
Despite the 40+ degree 
temperatures, the small group 
instruction was not only 
vigorous but the learning 
environment was a very laid 

back and fun.  Sarahôs core 
group of instructors, including 
Chrissy Ludka (Elk), Marie 
Pierre Bloch (Liberty), Jackie 
Bond (Elk), Janet Boyer 
(Blue), Inese Jardine (Bear 
Creek), Mimi Cusick (Sno), 
and Sharon Friedel (Blue), 
worked in small groups and 
individually with each 
participant offering practice 
runs and feedback on 
sharpening their ski patrol 
skills.   
 
This clinic comes highly 
recommended by any female 
patroller who has attended 
the clinic in the past. I know 
fellas;  you always ask ñwhy 
is that ?ò  The answer is very 
simple.  Sarah and the team 
of in-structors provide such a 
casual learning environment 
with great instruction along 
with a ton of laughs.  Yes, 
thatôs right:  laughs!  Who 
else would find laughter in 
getting a sled stuck head-on 
in a mogul while working 
outside the handles?  Or 
dumping an instructor out of 

the sled as you miscalculated 
a mogul run?  These 
instructors provide such a 
causal but infectious learning 
environment during this one-
day clinic. There is no 
negativity during this clinic;  it 
is not allowed!  And certainly 
following a fun day on the 
mountain, the ñapres-clinicò 
party provided a great 
opportunity to mingle and get 
to know the ins and outs of 
fellow female patrollers in our 
region.  
 
Ladies,  if you have never 
attended this clinic in the 
past, I suggest you mark your 
calendars for the last 
weekend in February 2010 for 
the 8th annual clinic to be 
held at Sno Mountain!  The 
instruction is top notch;  the 
workload is tough;  the 
friendships are everlasting!  
Donôt miss this excellent 
opportunity to sharpen your 
toboggan skills and enjoy a 
great day on the mountain!  
After all, itôs only open to us 
ñChixsò and Sarah and 
company sure know how to 
make it a great day out for the 
ladies!   
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By Bill Jordan 
 
The 2010 Patroller School 
is scheduled for Elk 
Mountain January 23-24, 
2010. Yes, it is two weeks 
later than in the past. Weôre 
hoping for more terrain to 
work with.  
It will feature a format 
designed to meet the needs 
of the individual patroller. 
As in the past, there will be 
the traditional format, which 
consists of one day with a 
PSIA in-structor and one 

day with a Certified 
Patroller doing toboggan 
skills. The emphasis is on a 
fun, stress-free learning 
environment. 
The second format will be 
for patrollers taking the 
Senior S&T exam. We will 
show the senior candidate 
the ñwhole testò in a positive 
non-testing environment. 
This will hopefully give the 
patroller individual feedback 
of their strengths and the 
areas that may need a little 
extra help. This clinic meets 

the requirements for EPA 
Senior Clinic and National 
CE.  
The third format available 
will be designed for those 
patrollers who are planning 
on becoming Alpine 
Toboggan Instructors or a 
Senior Trainer/Evaluator. 
Emphasis will be placed on 
teaching and training 
effectively. If you are 
interested in becoming a 
T/E or a local toboggan 
instructor come on up. Of 
course the famous 

Saturday pizza party will 
also be included. 
We will also be piloting an 
Intro to Certified program. 
Hopefully, we will provide 
the interested patroller a 
broad overview to the 
program. We will of course 
run sleds, but will also 
provide a hands on OEC 
clinic. Please sign up early 
as we will be limited to 12 
patrollers the first year. 
Thanks for supporting the 
EPA Patroller School. 

Patroller school:  Join in the fun and become a better patroller 

 

 

By Brant Maley 
 
The Certified Program was 
very busy last year with 
many events including pre-
courses, Introduction to 
Certified Programs, and the 
Annual Exam held at 
Sugarloaf, ME. This year 
Sno Mountain hosted first 
Certified pre-course ever in 
EPA. Five pre-candidates 
participated in the pre-
course and four passed. 
The Certified Program also 
held a number of 
Introduction to the Certified 
Programs thought out the 
Division. These programs 
are designed for patrollers 
who are interested in the 
Certified Program to get a 
brief overview of the exam. 
The Certified patrollers will 
give the participants an 
overview of the ski and 
toboggan portion, first aid 
sections, touch on the hill 
safety, management 
interviews, low angle 
rescue, lift evacuation and 
avalanche module. The 
annual exam was held at 
one of my favorite 
mountains in the East, 
Sugarloaf, ME. It was a 
long trek from EPA, but well 
worth the drive. The 

conditions were the typical 
spring conditions for the 
event sun, ice, fog, and a 
slight shower. Unfortunately 
the fog was the morning of 
the ski exam, which 
hampered the excitement a 
little, but we pulled off an 
excellent exam.  
 
Congratulations to Bob 
Bernatos, Ski Roundtop 
Certified Patroller #698 and 
Mark Miller, Blue Mountain 
Certified Patroller # 702 
who passed their remaining 
Certified modules at 
Sugarloaf. Bob doesnôt 
have to stress any more 
about management 
interviews and Mark will be 
mentoring with Sharon 
Friedel, Blue Mountain to 
take over the First Aid 
portion. Sharon you did a 
great job with all your hard 
work in the First Aid 
department. Billy Jordon, 
Elk Mountain needed the 
break with the new addition 
to his family. 
Congratulations Billy. Bob 
Bluff, Elk Mountain did 
tremendous work last year 
modifying the Avalanche 
portion for this years exam. 
Bob did away with the 
written exam and evolved 

the module into an 
interview with the beacon 
search. Great work Bob, I 
guess all the skiing and 
training in Utah paid off.  
 
In closing it was awesome 
year with the Certified 
Program, we did bunch of 
training, thousands of 
vertical on our skis, 
thousands of miles on our 
vehicles and finished with a 
countless pints of an après 
ski beverage, along with 
skiing at the Loaf. Get 
ready for next year, rumor 
has it Justin Guth of Blue 
Mountain is going to 
recertify on his telegear. 
Personally, I think the only 
chance he has if he brings 

our old mentor Billy Saccs 
of Ski Liberty out of 
retirement for pointers. We 
miss you Billy. If you are 
interested in the Certified 
Program drop me a line at 
skipatrol@comcast.net. 
Dennis Fox of Blue 
Mountain this includes you! 
Next yearôs exam will be at 
Whiteface, NY, home of the 
1980 Olympics and will see 
the return the Greg 
Johnson of Ski Roundtop, 
who was on the Olympic 
Patrol in Lake Placid. 
 
See you on the snow, 
Brant Maley #523 
Certified Program 

Advisor EPA 

Stepping up the experience level with the Certified Patroller program 
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By Dave Sonner 
 
Everyone would agree that 
the older we get the busier 
we get.  Even with the 
modern electronic devices 
that are designed to save 
us time it seems we are 
working harder and longer 
than ever before.  Along 
with having busy lives 
comes a higher degree of 
change within our lives.  As 
Ski Patrollers we certainly 
understand being busy and 
being open to change. 
After patrolling 22 years at 
Ski Roundtop in 
Lewisberry, PA I had 
change in my life that 
impacted my ability to 
continue as a full time 
patroller.  I could deal with 
not continuing with my duty 
commitment but what about 
the friendships, the social 
activities, the fund raisers, 

and the connection to 
NSP?  Thanks to a meeting 
with Ed Hirshman, George 
Hanon, Bob Bernatos, and 
Ron Helm these questions 
were addressed. 
How do we say thank you 
to patrollers that are no 
longer active patrollers?  
How do we keep patrollers 
who have maintained a 
good standing involved with 
our patrol programs?  Do 
you let good patrollers ride 
off into the sunset?  We 
created a service yearôs 
recognition program to say 

thank you and stay 
involved.  The Ski 
Roundtop Patrol ñGolden 
Watch Programò. 
The programs 
requirements: candidate left 
active duty in ñgood 
standingò with patrol 
leadership ï candidate 
must join NSP Alumni 
Program ï candidate must 
be recommended by GWP 
Committee and approved 
by Patrol Board of Trustees 
ï candidate must have 20 
years service (possible 
special approval 
considerations)   
Program benefits: assist 
with local training ï 
participate in patrol social 
functions ï participate in 
patrol fund raisers ï 
maintain communication 
with local patrol and NSP ï 
maintain contact and 
friendships with fellow 

patrollers 
To recognize those in the 
Golden Watch Program we 
designed a GWP Alumni 
logo patch.  On each 
members patch we will 
include a gold star for every 
10 years of service for that 
person.  If a member holds 
a national number they will 
have the option to include 
their number on their patch.   
Patches will be worn on 
jackets or vest. 
Our program will launch 
during the 2009-2010 ski 
season.  We are excited 
about our program and we 
are proud to offer another 
option to those who have 
served.  If you have any 
additional questions 
regarding our Golden 
Watch Program you can 
email:  
dsonner1@verizon.net 
 

Honoring shining service in Ski Roundtop Patrolõs Golden Watch program 

 

 

9090

 

By Flo Rutherford 
 

 
I am your new OEC 
supervisor.  I have been 
around the EPA region for 
many years serving in 
various capacities with 
OEC, ID, and ARD. The 
last few years I have served 
as the division ID 
supervisor.   Eddie 
Hirshman has recently 
retired from his OEC 
division supervisor that he 
had held for many years.  I 

have been appointed by 
Eastern Division staff to 
take over for Eddie, serving 
as the division OEC 
supervisor for EPa. and 
Western App. Region.  My 
main function as an OEC 
supervisor will be quality 
management and program 
delivery for OEC, and of 
course continue in Edôs 
OEC footsteps.  OF course, 
Eddie will still be around 
EPa. serving, assisting, and 
mentoring as he has done 
for EPa.  for many, many 
years. 

Meet our new OEC supervisor 

 

 

 

Check the 

 regionõs 

Web site 

 for the 

latest news: 

www.nspepa.org 

Over the years we 
published a registration 
sheet for our programs in 
our newsletter. 
You had to clip the page, 
fax or mail the completed 
and signed form before the 
deadline to your program 
coordinator. The coordinator 
in turn had to separate your 
payment, cash the check 
and file your request. It is a 
cumbersome task which 
had to be performed. 
 
You will now find only the 
program cost note in the 
newsletter without the 
registration sheet. 
All pertinent information and 
payment for all programs 
will be on our Eastern 
Pennsylvania Web site, 
www.nspepa.org.  

Log on and go to the 
calendar, you will find the 
signup. The payment will be 
handled by  Pay Pal a 
secure third party 
commercial processing 
company. Your transaction 
will be handled by them and 
your card number and other 
card detail will be unknown 
to us. The following Credit 
Cards are accepted: Visa, 
Master Card, Dis-cover 
Card, American Express 
and Diners Club. 
It is my hope that we 
improve the way we handle 
the finances and have the 
Coordinators do what they 
do and like best -- tending 
the programs they are 
responsible for. 
 
-- Gerit 

Register for courses, pay online! 

 

 

mailto:dsonner1@verizon.net
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OFFICERS 
 
Region Director 
Gerit J. Lewisch 
6001 Point Pleasant Pike 
Doylestown, PA 18902-9301 
H  215 297 5652  W 215 297 5344 fax 215 
297 5345 
glewisch@geritlewisch.com 
 
Assistant Regional Director 
Sharon Friedel 
4641 Hoffman Dr 
Whitehall, PA 18052-1421 
H 610 261 1198 
friedels1@juno.com 
 
Alternate Regional Director 
George Hannon 
26 Conway Drive 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055 
H 717 697 2374  W 717 920 7104 
george-lynn@comcast.net 
 
Secretary 
Nancy Mayberry 
8 Berk Lane 
Glen Gardner, NJ 08826 
H 908-638-4502   C 908-797-2220 
nancy_mayberry@comcast.net 
 
Assistant, Regional Director 
Jack Peck 
PO Box 85 
Wellsville, PA 17365 
H 717-432-2195  C 717-309-3482 
jackpeck@ptd.net 
 
Treasurer 
Jack Bogdon 
2339 Herman Lane 
Allentown, PA 18104-9638 
H 610-398.7897  C 610 909.5064 
JDB@rcn.com 
 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS 
 AND ADVISORS 

 
Avalanche Program Administrator 
Rich Hartman 
3007 Madison Ave 
Abington, Pa. 19001 
H  215 576 0914 
richardhartman@verizon.net 
 
Legal Advisor-Council 
Tim Kelly 
55 Ivywood Drive 
Clarks Summit, Pa.  18411 
H 570 585 2931 W 570 504 3200 
tim@mattise-kelly.com 
 
Assistant Awards Coordinator 
Richard Bensel 
950 W. Spring Valley Rd 
Wellsville, PA 17365 
H 717-432-4741  C 717-880-3235 
richard.bensel@exeloncorp.com 
 
Legal Advisor-Council (Assistant) 
Andy Miller 
815 Fishing Creek Road 
New Cumberland, PA 17070 
H 717-845-1524   W 717-932-4879 
amiller@mpl-law.com 

 Awards Advisor 
Steve Buzzard 
1330 Hyde Park Dr 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
H717-898-7457  C 717-413-4316 
Steve_buzzard@dart.biz 
 
Medical Advisor 
Walter Larkin 
430 Dieber Rd 
Schwenksville, PA 19473 
H 610-287-8880  W 610-489-2037 
wfldds@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Linda Doell 
1363 North Valley Road 
Pottstown, Pa. 19464 
H 610 705 5885  C 610 310 2393 
lddoell@verizon.net 
 
Interagency Liason( EMS ) 
John Henderson 
605 16th Street 
New Cumberland, PA 17070 
H 717-774-2190 
John15d@aol.com 
 
Elections Coordinator 
Bob Davies 
3437 Slade Run Drive 
Falls Church, VA.22042 
H 703 534 0924 
Bdavies6@verizon.net 
 
Medical Advisor (Assistant) 
Jeff Marks 
P2726 Mill Road Box 335 
Grantham, PA 17027 
H 717 697 8664  W 717 697 7602  fax 717 
796 0921 
jamskifoot@aol.com 
 
Certified Program Advisor 
Brant Maley 
C 717 648 6900 
skipatrol@comcast.net 
 
Mountain Travel and Rescue Program 
Administrator 
Rich Hartman 
3007 Madison Ave 
Abington, Pa. 19001    610-608-9553 
richardhartman@verizon.net 
 
Communications Advisor 
Wolfgang Boernert 
470 Schooleyôs Mt. Road 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
W 800-979-9916  fax 800 993 9687 
webmaster@nspepa.org 
 
Alumni Advisor 
Bob Barette 
233 Riding Circle 
Macungie, Pa. 18062 
H 610 965 6647 
skipowderbob@yahoo.com 
 
Historian 
Ellie Jessum 
410 Hauseman Road 
Perkiomenville, Pa. 18074 
H 610 754 7034 
elliejessumnsp@aol.com 

OEC Administrator (ROA) 
Dennis Zercher 
320 Robson Road 
Dillsburg, PA 17019 
H 717-432-9093 
dennis.zercher@nspepa.org 
 
Instructor Development 
Doug Howlett 
217 Hinton Way 
Somerdale, N.J. 08083 
H 856 784 8413 C 856 625 8499 
Dhowlett@aol.com 
 
OEC Administrator Asst (ROA) 
Jeffory J. Beckers 
3550 Ridge Pike 
Collegeville, PA 19426 
H 610-630-0162  C 610-570-3729 
jeffory@bearcreekskipatrol.org 
 
Professional Advisor 
Sean Simpson 
1380 Nace Avenue 
Bethlehem, PA 18015 
H 610 861 0698 
Sski911@aol.com 
 
Senior S&T Program Administrator 
Kenneth P. Kelly 
1837 Bethany Turnpike 
Pleasant Mount, PA 18453 
H 570-448-4114 Fax 570-448.4115 
Kevin1@nep.net 
 
Risk Management Advisor 
Ed Kupillas 
640 Lafayette Ave 
Palmerton, Pa.18071 
H 610 826 7177 W 610 826 7700 
ekupillas@skibluemt.com 
 
Womenõs Toboggan Enhancement 
Seminar 
Sarah Keating 
RR#1 
Uniondale, Pa. 18470 
H 570 679 2426 
Sarah.keating@keystone.edu 
 
Safety Advisor 
Jim Policelli 
5796 Sullivan Trail 
Nazareth, Pa.18064 
H 610 759 3267 
jpolice@enter.net 
 
Ski With an Instructor Program 
Kenneth P. Kelly 
HC 65 Box 86 
Pleasant Mount, Pa. 18453 
H 570 448 4114  Fax 570-448.4115 
Kevin1@nep.net 
 
Senior EMM Program Administrator 
Greg Johnson 
132 Cedar Village Dr 
York, PA 17406 
H 717 266 0468 
iskipatrol@comcast.net 
 
Special Olympics Advisor 
Bill Hudome 
1880 Swedesford Rd 

Malvern, Pa. 19355 
H 610 647 1751  W 610 485 1000 
whudome@aol.com 
 
Nordic Advisor 
Pete Snyder 
phsnyder@verizon.net 
 
Student Program Advisor 
Wayne Eckelman 
6479 Chambersburg Rd 
Fayetteville, Pa. 17222-8333 
H 717 377 5340 
Skibum_43@comcast.net 
 
EMS Section Coordinators 
John Henderson,  EMS DOH Liaison 
John15d@aol.com 
Wolfgang Boernert, EPA EMS Coordinator 
webmaster@nspepa.org 
Andrew Belcher, Northern Section EMS 
Coordinator  bubbabelcher@gmail.com 
Joseph Panczer, Pocono Section EMS 
Coordinator 
jpanczer@enter.net 
Lawrence Jones III, Central Section EMS 
Coordinator 
Lj106@comcast.net 
David W. Hayes, Southwest Section EMS 
Coordinator 
Nsp8019@verizon.net 
 

SECTION CHIEFS, SECTION STAFF 
AND PATROL DIRECTORS ð NSP 

REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Central Section E381 
Central Section Chief (E381) 
John Stinsmen 
3436 Lincoln Ave 
Allentown, Pa. 18103 
H 610 432 7254 
j3stinsmen@aol.com 
 
Central Section Staff: 
OEC Coordinator:  Brent Watts ©610-
587-6479 
E-mail:  skikrazey@aol.com 
 
S&T Phil Barker 610 489 7538  
sunsetvail@aol.com 
Awards: Ken Gabel  H 215-257-2232 
Student Advisor Megan Eckhart 610 262 
9627 aaeckhart@netzero.com 
 
Bear Creek (E077) 
Russ Scaramastra 
228 Logan Ave 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 
H 610-755-7382 
W 610-775-6153 
Russ.scaramastra@penske.com 
 
Eagle Rock Golf and Ski Resort (E072) 
John Levkulic 
Spruce Hill Farm 
421 East Liberty Street 
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972 
© 570-385-0372  (W)570-544-1444 
jel@levkulicgroup.com 
 
Blue Mountain 
Charles Bloxsome 
1603 Sunset Drive 
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Whitehall, PA 18052-4171 
H 610-799-4978  C 484-554-5205 
W 610-799-2010 
bloxsome@erols.com 
 
Spring Mountain (E318) 
Hank Jansen 
10 E. 7th Street 
Landsdale, Pa. 19446 
C 215 527 4135 
Skimedic1@comcast.net 
 

Northern Section E378 
Northern Section Chief(E378) 
Robert Morgan 
HCR1 Box 14D 
Paupack, Pa. 18451-9727 
H 570 226 4682 W 570 470 2040 
rskimorgan@gmail.com 
 
Northern Section Staff 
OEC Coordinator Paul Spear  
570 586 2579 pspear @state.pa.us 
S&T Advisor  Ken Kelly  570 448 4114 
Awards: Roeb Gravel  570 253 6868 
gravel@postoffice.ptd.net 
Media and Info: Rick Hopkins 570 343 
8293  rickhop@bigfoot.com 
 
Crystal Lake (E087) 
Ezra Burgess 
P.O. Box 403 
Picture Rocks, PA 17762 
H 570-584-4393  C 570-419-1085 
EzraBurgess@comcast.net 
 
Sno Mountain (E023) 
Robert E. Dourand 
9 Walden Dr 
Mountain Top, PA 18707-2233 
H 570 868 3626  C 570-760-8662 
bobd@epix.net 
 
Elk Mountain (E087) 
Howie Wyandt 
RD#3 Box 3260 
Uniondale, Pa. 18470 
H 570 679 4693 W 570 340-8073 
hwyandt@NEP.net 
 
Tanglwood (E235) 
Richard D. Coutts 
2310 Hemlock Farms 
Hawley, PA 18428-9025 
H 570-775-7209  W 570-343-2436 x 249 
rscoutts@verizon.net 
 
The Hideout (E167) 
Cathy Long 
198 The Hideout 
Lake Ariel, Pa. 18436 
H 570-698-9503  W 610 882 7796 
longtrail@echoes.net 
 
Upper Delaware Nordic (E003) 
 Lois Renda 
103 White Birch Lane, Dalton, 
PA 184414-9554 
H: 570-563-1909 
lolaltsd@gmail.com 

Mast Hope Rapids (E089) 
Gerald Dulay 
426 _ Ridge Street 
Honesdale, Pa. 18431 
H 570 253 5175 
dulayjerry@yahoo.com 
 

Pocono Section (E379) 
Pocono Section Chief(E379) 
Susan Ballek 
RR1 Box 324 
Tannersville, Pa. 18372 
H 570 629 5112  W 980 475 7331 
Susan.Ballek@bbraun.com 
 
Pocono Section Staff 
OEC Coordinator 
Brent Watts  H 610-478-7224 © 610-587-
6479 
skikrazey@aol.com 
S&T Keith Winot H 570 421 4919 
cert548@pennfeed.com 
Awards Advisor: Jeffrey Pannuchio 
610-417.2302  
Communications Advisor: Wolfgang 
Boernert  C 908-319-2090 
Student Advisor Rick Shaak  
H 610 261 2531 rjsski@aol.com 
 
Alpine Mountain 
Wolfgang Boernert 
470 Schooleyôs  Mountain Road 
Hackettstown,  N.J. 07840 
W 800-979-9916  Fax  800-993-9687 
wolfgang@alpinemtskipatrol.org 
 
Pocono Ranch Lands 
Greg Mohr 
551 Route 10 
Randolph, NJ 07869 
Cell 973 945 5191 
greg@gmohr.com 
 
Big Boulder (E170) 
Mike Dodge 
1337 Puritan Avenue. 
Woodbury, N.J. 08096 
H 856 853 7375 
m.dodge@home.com 
 
Saw Creek Fernwood (E081) 
Perry Sherman 
438 Saw Creek Est. 
Bushkill, PA 18325-9423 
H 570-588-7751 W 570-588-3770 
perrys@easternalarm.net 
 
Camelback (E048) 
Frederick Tim                
208 Miller Drive 
Pocono Pines, PA 
570-355-5267 
fredtim@ptd.net 
        Tim Fortner (Pro)     
tim@skicamelback.com 
 
Shawnee Mountain (E114) 
Mitchell Wise 
PO Box 518 
Tannersville, Pa. 18372 
H 570 629 0681   
W 570 421 7231 x237 
skipatrol@shawneemt.com 
Jack Frost Mountain ( E021) 

William Iandola 
115 Village Green Lane 
Dublin, Pa. 18917 
H 215-249-1616  W 215-589-8944 
iandola@verizon.net 
 

Southwest Section (E380) 
Section Chief( E380) 
Bob Bernatos 
2177 Merrimac Avenue 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
H 717-796-2351 W 717-605-3603 
rbernato@verizon.net 
 
Southwest Section Staff 
OEC Coordinator:  Peter Mangum  H 
703-675-9547 
S&T Adv: Marie-Pierre Bloch 
5110 Wicket Terrace, Bethesda, MD 
20814-5715 
©202-468-5110; (H)301-897-5798  
skiphrog@hotmail.com 
 
Awards Advisor: Ed Hirshman  
717 761 1567  edhirshman@verizon.net 
 
Student Advisor Wayne Eckelmann  

6479 Chambersburg Rd. 
Fayetteville, Pa.17222-8333    
H 717 377 5340  
skibum_43@comcast.net 
Ski Liberty (E060) 
Rich McVeigh 
14813 Fireside Dr. 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 
H 301-384 3695 
rmveigh@verizon.net 
 
Whitetail Resort ( E034) 
Peter Mangum 
14894 Lambeth Sq. 
Centreville, VA 20120-1876 
H 703- 675-9547  W 703-675 9547 
SkiPatroller@aol.com 
 
Ski Roundtop (E300) 
Ron Helm 
325 Hillside Road 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
H 717 367 0391 
wescubaski@embarqmail.com 
 
Send Corrections & Updates to: Gerit 
Lewisch/Jack Peck/Wolfgang Boernert 

Continued from Page 11 
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By Rich Hartman 
 
This years avalanche 
course will be offered at 
Blue Mountain and it will be 
the same course as last 
years avalanche 
fundamentals and rescue 
course.  It will consist of 
sixteen hours of work 
divided between precourse 
reading and exercises, 
lectures and on the snow 
field sessions.  Successful 
participants will be able to 
use this portion of the 
course for a senior elective 
and they will be well on 
their way to knowing a bit 
about avalanche dynamics.  
In addition they will be 
eligible to join the Eastern 
Pa avalanche educational 

team at Powder Mountain 
UT on Friday March 5th for 
an additional day on the 
snow for continued field 
studies.  This final day will 
give the student an official 
"Avalanche level 1 for 
proffesional rescuers" 
certification which will 
qualify as a prerequisite for 
any avalanche level 2 
course. 
  
About the additional day:  
We will be hosted by 
Powder Mountain, with over 
5,000 acres of skiable 
terrain in the "inbounds" 
area and even more if you 
choose to go out of area.  
Our class will be held in a 
relatively easily accessed 
area for skiers or boarders.  

After a lift and then snowcat 
ride we will ski  into the 
bowl where we will spend 
much of the day.  We will 
dig snow pits for later 
evaluation, evaluate the 
safety of the snowpack with 
stability test, work on 
transceiver searches and a 
final "problem" where we 
will find a buried victim or 
victims.  We will also be 
skiing around the mountain 
examining various 
avalanche paths.  We have 
the benefit and support of 
the intermountain division 
avalanche instructor level 2 
staff which is over seventy 
strong.  Students can 
expect a student teacher 
ratio of around 3 to 1 which 
should make for a great 

educational experience. 
  
Please contact me by email 
for lodging and any travel 
considerations you might 
have. 
  
The 08 Avalanche 
fundamentals and rescue 
course was held at Snow 
Mountain last year.  Many 
thanks to Bob Dourand and 
his entire patrol for being 
such gracious host.  Real 
estate was at a premium 
but Bob managed to find us 
very suitable quarters for 
the indoor portion at the top 
of the mountain.  They even 
brought in their top grill chef 
for lunch for the class.  
Special thanks again to 
Beth Egan for her extra 
effort in logistics. 

Pennsylvania avalanche class is Utah bound 

 

 

By Rich Hartman 
 
It's the weekend before 
Thanksgiving and the air is 
starting to have the sting of 
winter in it. You are almost 
ready to put away the golf 
clubs, boats and surfboards 
and beginning to think of 
the coming snow and your 
duties for ski patrol. What 
better way to begin the 
season 
than sharing a weekend 
with other like minded 
patrollers from all over the 
region at the Mountain 
Travel and rescue course 
being 
offered at Blue Mt this year. 
MTR 1 is all day Saturday 
the [23] and much of the 
day on Sunday the [24] with 
an overnight Saturday 
night. Among the topics 
offered are using rope 
systems for rescue and 
personal safety, staying 
warm in a winter 

environment, then 
newest in equipment for the 
modern patroller, and a 
strong emphasis on search 
techniques. This last 
section is what convinced 
BMSP to 
make MTR 1 mandatory for 
hill captains and assistant 
hill captains. 
 
All of Sunday is devoted to 
lectures and discussion of 
the proper search 
culminating in a mock 
search and rescue that will 
utilize all 
of the skills you have 
learned over the weekend. 
You will spend the night 
outdoors and cook your 
meals on stoves or fire. 
Plan to do 
some hiking no matter the 
weather on Sunday. 
 
Please DON"T wait until the 
last minute to try to register 
for this course as it tends to 

fill early. 
 
Last years course was 
hosted by Snow Mountain. 
Bob Durand PD and 
company did a tremendous 

job of making the event run 
smoothly. A special thank 
you to Bob and pro patroller 
Beth Egan, who went out of 
their way to make us feel 
great about being there. 

Kick the new ski season off with a mountaineering course 
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By  Steve Buzzard 
EPA Region Awards 

Advisor 
 
The 2008-2009 season has 
been a busy one for the 
Eastern PA Region Awards 
Program.  Our region 
presented the second 
highest number of awards 
(22) out of the fifteen 
Regions that comprise the 
Eastern Division of the 
National Ski Patrol. 
 
EASTERN DIVISION 
PATRIOT STAR 
Our Division created a new 
award for Patrollers whose 
military service to our 
Nation included tours of 
duty in war zones:  The 
Eastern Division Patriot 
Star.  Contact your Patrol 
Representative or Section 
Chief for details and a 
nomination form if you have 
a deserving Patroller youôd 
like to recognize for their 
service in a combat zone. 
 
ELECTRONIC 
SIGNATURES 
The Division is also trying 
an innovative approach to 
speed up the award 
nomination and review 
process:  Electronic 
Signatures.  No more 
multiple mailing of hard 
copies, delays and postage! 
 
An ñE-Signatureò is a 
scanned signature that can 
be ñpastedò on to the MS 
Word nomination form as 
an object.  Sponsors, Patrol 
Representatives, Section 
Chiefs, Review Board 
Members and the Region 
Director may now use ñE-
signaturesò to indicate their  
approval of NSPS Award 
Nominations.   
 
If your are an award 
sponsor or in the award 
review/approval chain, and 
not completely 
óe signatureô savvy, contact 

your favorite ñTechieò or  
ñComputer Geekò for help 
to get your  
ñJ HANCOCKò scanned! 
 
(NOTE:  All Nominations 
will continue require a órealô 
signature by the Regionôs 
Awards Advisor ï Yup, I still 
get to sign every copy for 
each award!) 
 
ADVISOR CHANGE 
Dick Bensel and I have 
swapped jobs.  I have 
assumed the Advisor role.  
Dick will continue to assist 
me with the regionôs award 
program. 
 
NOMINATION FORM 
NOTES 
A couple of items to help 
smooth the nomination and 
approval process:  Be sure 
to complete the following on 
the forms: 
 

¶ ñDate neededò   When 
do you want the award 
available to present to 
the recipient?  Itôs 
important to note the 
National Office really 
means ñ45 days are 
neededò to process the 
award once itôs received 
in Denver! 

 

¶ ñWording on 
Certificateò   If you 
leave this blank you may 
end up with something 
generic from the 
National Office.  Take 
time to personalize the 
award ï the recipient will 
appreciate it. 

 

¶ ñTo Whom Award 
Should Be Sent (To be 
completed by 
Division)ò  This will not 
be completed by 
Division!  The Eastern 
Division is one of the 
largest (by the number 
of members) in NSPS.  
It is simply not practical 
for us here in EPA to 
rely on someone 
Vermont to determine 
where an award should 
be sent.   

 

The default name and 
address should be your 
EPA Region Awards 

Advisor ï me!  This will 
insure the loop is closed 
and a final quality check 
before the award is 
delivered:   
 
Steve Buzzard 
1330 Hyde Park Drive 
Lancaster, PA  17601 
 
2008-2009 AWARDS 
The following Awards were 
announced at the 2009 
EPA Region Spring Officers 
Meeting held on April 18 at 
Blue Mountain: 
 
Outstanding EPA Student 
Patroller Andrew 
Longacre, Blue Mountain 
Ski Patrol 
   
  
Outstanding EPA Auxillay 
Patroller Becky 
Stuhlemmer, Blue Mountain 
Ski Patrol 
 
Outstanding EPA 
Instructor 
 Bob Bernatos, Ski 
Roundtop Ski Patrol 
 
Outstanding EPA 
Patroller  
 Larry Hassman, Ski 
Roundtop Ski Patrol  
 
Outstanding EPA Patrol 
Representative Howard 
Wyandt, Elk Mountain Ski 
Patrol 
 
Outstanding EPA Large 
Patrol Ski Liberty Ski Patrol 
 

Outstanding EPA Small 
Patrol  Eagle Rock 
Ski Patrol 
 
Special Service EPA 
Award and 
 Bruce Holmburg, 
Ski Liberty Ski Patrol 
E. Division Patriot Star 
 
 (Posthumously) 
 
Special Recognition for 
Years of Service and 
Contribution  Ed 
Hirshman, Ski Roundtop 
Ski Patrol 
 
Congratulations to these 
deserving recipients. 
 
The balance of awards for 
the 2008-2009 season will 
be announced after they 
have been presented. 
 
Please contact me with any 
questions or concerns 
about NSPS Awards or the 
process to nominate and 
recognize your outstanding 
patrollers and their 
contributions in the EPA 
Region. 
 
Thanks to everyone who 
has sponsored, nominated, 
reviewed or presented an 
award to a EPA Region 
patroller.  The awards 
program could not function 
without your help and 
support! 
 

An awards update from around the region 
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By Ellie Jessum 

Historian 
   
The process of acquiring the complete 
history of E. Pa. Region has been very slow. 
  To all the Section Chiefs -- would you 
please send me the names of all your 
Patrols, past and present. If you know their 
inception dates and closing dates if no 
longer active, please include them. 
To all Patrol Directors -- please help by 
appointing a Historian for your patrol and 
having the history of your patrol written up. 
It should include all the names of officers 
and dates they were in office. We and 
having the history of your patrol written up. 
It should include all the names of officers 
and dates they were in office. 
  We also would like to be sure you have 
photos of your doings over the years. Can 
you imagine how a present patroller would 
love to see the outfits and equipment we 
wore back in the '50s, '60s and even '70s? 
Young patrollers can't imagine patrolling 
without radios like all patrols had to years 
ago. We must capture all this before it is 

lost. 

Send in history 

 

 

Attention all 

EPA region 

candidates: 

Get a 

discount!  

Skier Enhancement and 

Toboggan Enhancement 

Seminars are available 

for you ï at a discounted 

rate.  Sign up for the Ski 

With An Instructor 

Program or Patroller 

School and receive a $20 

discount.  Available only 

to candidates in EPA 

Region.  Why not take 

advantage of these 

programs to get your 

patrolling career off to a 

great start! 

 

 


